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Lata as preferring Prakrta and hating Saihskrta.1 Humour
was then another peculiarity of Lata.2

Ill

The Jaina sadhus were very active during the five
centuries under review; but the record of their acti-
vities has to be examined with caution.

The later Jaina sadhu has preserved this record.
Whatever he wrote, his disciples studied, and the libraries
of Jaina temples in Gujarata preserved. When orthodoxy
surrenders its treasures to the printing press, the history
of Jainism, of Prakrita, Apabhransa and Gujarat! will have
to be written anew. But works, published so far, have made
considerable contribution to the history and the literature
of the period. They are of great linguistic and sociological
value; but, except for the biographical details of the writer
and his teachers and the record of reigns, they contain
unreliable historical material. The material preserved is
disconnected, one sided, or, in some cases, even distorted
by religious bias; it is drawn very often from popular Jaina
traditions ; it sometimes conflicts with facts authenticated
by contemporary records; and it creates a false historic
perspective. But such as it is, it is sufficient to provide a
correct estimate of Jaina literary activities.

About A. C. 500, Brahmanism and Buddhism^ dominated
Saurashtra and Gurjaratra; but Valabhipura was
hospitable enough to welcome the conference of sadhus
which redacted the Jaina canon, thereafter called the
Valabhi Vacana.

Jainism, like Buddhism, was an offshoot of Aryan
thought. Neither Mahavira, nor his disciples, ever claimed
to teach any but an Aryan creed; and the doctrine
of re-birth, the supremacy of the five great vows,
the efficacy of detachment, vairagya, and the goal
of final emancipation, kaivalya, which they taught were
essentially Aryan doctrines. Though Jainism did not attract
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